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-The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet beneath the correspondence address- 
Period for Reply 



.MONTH(S) FROM THE MAILING DATE 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE ~*"3 ~ 
OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

' ta!^ iESSZ^ Pf0ViSi0nS ° f 37 1 ' 136(a) ' ,n 00 6Vent ' h0W6Ver ' ^ * »■* be « *" Sl * W MONTHS 

' !! In ^ ? k SPeCifie ^ 3b0Ve iS ,6SS thirty (30) ^ 3 reply Within the statutor V minimum of thirt V (30) will be considered timely 

- \f NO penod for reply is specrfied above, such period shall, by default, expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133).* 

Status 

□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 

□ This action is FINAL. 

□ Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits Is closed in 
accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1; 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

■*&!m(s) A *3 



Of the above claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 

S"daim(s): 

□ Claim(s) 

□ Claim(s) 



Application Papers 

□ See the attached Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review, PTO-948. 

□ The proposed drawing correction, filed on is □ approved □ disapproved. 

□ The drawing(s) filed on is/are objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 (a)-(d) 

©^knowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 11 9(a)-(d). 

DSome* □ None of the CERTIFIED copies of the priority documents have been 
[Received. 

□ received in Application No. (Series Code/Serial Number). 



is/are pending in the application. 

is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

is/are allowed. 

is/are rejected. 

is/are objected to. 

are subject to restriction or election 
requirement. 
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□ received in this national stage application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
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1- The following is a quotation of the appropriate 
paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the 
rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless -- 

2. (e) the invention was described in a patent granted on 
an ^ application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the 
applicant for patent, or on an international 
application by another who has fulfilled the 
requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 
371(c) of this title before the invention thereof by 
the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as 
being anticipated by Shibata et al . , U.S. Patent Publication No. 
2001/0020515A1. Note particularly Example 4 at page 7, together 
with page 1 paragraph 1, page 3 paragraphs 2 0-22, page 4 
paragraph 32, page 6 paragraphs 48, 51-52, claims 1, 4-9. The 
reference has an overlapping inventive entity with the present 
application, as well as having an earlier U.S. filing date. Note 
also that in Example 4 the requisite amount of a terpene-phenol 
resin, which clearly constitutes applicants' claimed ingredient 
of a copolymer of at least one aromatic compound with at least 
one terpene compound is clearly met. 

4. (b) the invention was patented or described in a 
printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one 
year prior to the* date of application for patent in the 
United States. 

5. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Matsui et al . -917. Note particularly 
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Examples 8 and 10, as well as the Abstract, column 1 lines 5-10, 
column 3 lines 28-30, column 4 lines 14-17, column 6 lines 14-21, 
column 6 lines 64-67, column 7 lines 14-30) . As in the previous 
prior art rejection, the exemplified compositions relied upon 
are believed to clearly anticipate the claimed rubber based 
pressure sensitive adhesive compound coated onto a suitable 
substrate. 

6. Claims 1 and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as 
being anticipated by Dobashi et al . Note particularly claims 4 
and 10, as well as the Abstract, column 1 lines 5-9, column 2 
lines 26-53, column 3 lines 7-18, column 4 lines 1-14, column 4 
line 41 - column 5 line 15, column 5 line 56 - column 6 line 45, 
column 8 line 61 - column 9 line 14, column 9 lines 35-50, column 
10 line 66 - column 11 line 11, claims 3 and 5-9) . The 
reference, which is believed to be an English language equivalent 
of JP-A-6-73352 cited on page 2 of applicants' specification, 
discloses a wide number of embodiments suitable for use as a 
protective film used to protect an automobile paint coating. The 
adhesive film is believed to be, in certain embodiments the same 
as applicants' claimed composition, and the reference further 
discloses in several locations (e.g. claims 4 and 10, column 9 
lines 35-50) the requisite amount s^which are required. 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicants' disclosure. Note also 
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JP-A-2-199184 Patent Abstract, Matsui et al . -132 and Ichimura et 
al. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier 
communications from the examiner should be directed to Daniel 
Zirker whose telephone number is (703) 308-0031. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30 A.M. to 6:00 
P.M. The examiner can also be reached on alternate Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are 
unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, Terrel Morris, can be 
reached on (703) 308-2414. The fax phone number for this Group 
is (703) 872-9310. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the 
status of this application or proceeding should be directed to 
the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0661. 
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